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Of Mice & Men..

Close Reading: Chapter 1

Name:

Dialogue Activity

Directions: The conversations between characters in Of Mice and Men create a unique reading
experience. For this exercise, you will choose a dialogue-heavy passage in Chapter 1. Write the
dialogue on the left. Then, rewrite the passage in without any slang or cursing. Finally, answer the
questions that follow and be ready to discuss your thoughts!

Example

Novel Dialogue
“Ain't a thing in my pocket,” Lennie said cleverly.
“I know there ain’t. You got it in your hand. What you got in
your hand - hidin’ it?”
“l ain't got nothin’, George. Honest."
“Come on, give it here.”

Revised Dialogue
“I do not have anything in my pocket,” Lennie said cleverly.
“I know there isn’'t anything in your pocket. You have it in your
hand. What do you have in your hand — what are you hiding?"
“I do not have anything, George. I'm being honest.”
“Please give it here.”

Novel Dialogue (Page )

Revised Dialogue
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Dialogue Analysis

1. What is the main idea of the dialogue excerpt you chose? Support with textual evidence.

2. What is the tone of your dialogue selection? How does the author create that tone? Support with textual
evidence.

3. How does the tone change when the dialogue is revised? Why might the tone change? Support with
textual evidence.

4. Which type of dialogue do you like better — the original or the revised? Why? Support with textual
evidence.

5. How does the dialogue affect your perception of the characters and the time period? Support with
textual evidence.

6. Do you believe Steinbeck’s dialogue enhances or detracts from the story? Explain your stance and
support with textual evidence.

7. Steinbeck’s use of offensive language has resulted in the book being banned. Do you agree or disagree
with banning Of Mice and Men? Why? Support with textual evidence.
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PUNDLE & SAVE!

This resource is part of a comprehensive
unit on Of Mice and Men! Click the cover
below to preview all the resources
available.
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https://lit-lessons.com/product/of-mice-and-men-novel-study/

[ERMS OF USL

This downloadable resource supplies one single-teacher license for
use in your classroom. Photocopying of this product is allowed only
for the classroom use of the purchaser. Replication of this product,
in whole or in part, for commercial sale or broader distribution is
strictly prohibited. This product also may NOT be shared
electronically, digitally, or otherwise in a manner that violates the
Terms of Use detailed by LIT Lessons. For explicit information on
permissions, Please see the Terms of Use document included
with this resource. Thank you for your cooperation and
understanding.

* Credits: “Mouse” image from Pixabay. Thank you to the following
graphic artists; their fonts and graphics were purchased and used
for this product. A special thank you to Look Between the Lines for
providing permission to use artwork for the cover design. If you
like what you see, check out their store by clicking the logo above.

« Finally, thank you for your hard work and service to children. |
know this product will help you in your efforts. Enjoy!


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Look-Between-The-Lines
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy



