
Of Mice & 
MenMen

pre-reading resources



• Building Background Knowledge Before 
Reading

• 7 Activities – Poem Analysis, Image 
Analysis, Music Exploration, American 
Dream Activity

• Nonfiction Readings
• The Great Depression, the Dust 

Bowl, Migrant Workers
• Google SlidesTM Links for Google DriveTM

• Standards-aligned Resources
• Answer Keys for Applicable Activities!

Overview of Contents



• “To a Mouse” Poem Analysis
• Idioms Activity
• Ranch Life in the 1930’s
• John Steinbeck & “The Harvest Gypsies”
• American Dream Activity & Nonfiction 

Reading
• The Great Depression Nonfiction Reading
• Migrant Workers of the West Nonfiction 

Reading
• Photography of Dust Bowl Refugees Activity
• Music of the Dust Bowl Troubadour

Pre-Reading Topics



Ø 7 Activities to 
Build 
Background 
Knowledge

Ø Variety of 
Materials –
Poem, Music, 
Images

Ø Nonfiction 
Readings with 
Questions

Pre-Reading Activities



Ø Flexible 
Implementation

Ø Can Be Used 
While Reading 
Novel

Ø Generate 
Excitement Prior 
to or While 
Reading

Pre-Reading Activities



Ø Standards-
aligned –
Informational & 
History Texts

Ø Answer Key & 
Google SlidesTM
& FormsTM Links

Ø Make 
Connections 
Between Texts

Pre-Reading Activities



BUNDLE & SAVE!
This resource is part of a comprehensive 
unit on Of Mice and Men! Click the cover 

below to preview all the resources 
available.

https://lit-lessons.com/product/of-mice-and-men-novel-study/
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TERMS OF USE

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Look-Between-The-Lines
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend



