
The Story That
Cannot Be Told

Nonfiction Readings & Activities



• 14 Informational Texts
• Variety of Text Features
• A & B Response Formats

• 10 Extension Activities
• Pair Texts with Nonfiction Readings

• Topics cover rise of Soviet Union, life in 
the Soviet Bloc & Romania

• Google SlidesTM Links for Google DriveTM

• Standards-aligned Resources
• Answer Keys for Applicable Activities!

Overview of Contents



• Communism & Its Rise
• The Iron Curtain Descends
• The Expansion of the Soviet Bloc
• Case Study: Romania & the Soviet Bloc
• New Leaders Lead to New Eras
• Case Study: Nicolae Ceaușescu
• Soviet Bloc Economy
• Soviet Bloc Law Enforcement
• Soviet Bloc Censorship & Propaganda
• Soviet Bloc Society
• Case Study: Life in Romania
• Soviet Decline & Revolutions
• Case Study: Romanian Revolution
• The Collapse of Communism

Informational Texts 
Topics



Ø 14 Nonfiction 
Readings

Ø Educational 
Text Features

Ø Glossary of 
Key Vocabulary

Ø 3-4 Pages Per 
Reading

Informational Texts



Ø Appropriate 
Spacing to Allow 
for Annotation

Ø Common Core-
Aligned

Ø Informational 
Texts and 
History 
Standards

Ø Critical Thinking 
Opportunities

Informational Texts



Ø Comprehension 
& Analysis 
Questions

Ø Format A – Text 
Features, Main 
Idea

Ø Format B –
Analysis 
Questions

Ø Depth of 
Knowledge 
Prompts

Informational Texts



Ø 2 Formats to 
Allow for 
Differentiation

Ø Use for Centers 
or Rotation 
Model

Ø Pair with Novel –
Cross-text 
Connections

Ø Answer Key & 
Google SlidesTM
Links

Informational Texts



• Eliminating Dissent (Historical Document Analysis)
• Warsaw Pact (Historical Document Analysis)
• Socialist Realism in Art
• Soviet Response to U-2 Spy Plane (Historical 

Document Analysis)
• Secret Police Report (Historical Document Analysis)
• Soviet Propaganda (Image Analysis)
• U.S. International Broadcasting (Historical Document 

Analysis)
• Chuck Norris vs Communism Documentary (*Film Not 

Provided*)
• “Trial” of the Ceaușescus
• Essay – Historical Analysis of Novel
• Final Project – Perspectives of the Past

Extension Activities 
Topics



Ø 10 Extension 
Activities

Ø Variety of 
Materials –
Memo, Video, 
Trial

Ø Engage with 
Different 
Activities

Ø Comprehension 
& Analysis 
Questions

Extension Activities



Ø Allows for 
Differentiation

Ø Standards-
aligned –
Informational & 
History Texts

Ø Pair with 
Nonfiction 
Readings

Ø Make 
Connections 
Between Texts

Extension Activities



Ø Foster Rich 
Discussion

Ø Comprehensive 
Examination of 
History

Ø Prompts Require 
Evidence-based 
Responses

Ø Cross-curricular 
Learning

Extension Activities



Ø Foster Critical 
Thinking

Ø Scaffold 
Learning with 
Graphic 
Organizers

Ø Google SlidesTM
Links for Google 
DriveTM

Ø Answer Keys for 
Applicable 
Resources

Extension Activities



BUNDLE & SAV E!
This resource is part of a comprehensive 
unit on The Story That Cannot Be Told! 
Click the cover below to preview all the 

resources available.

https://lit-lessons.com/product/the-story-that-cannot-be-told-j-kasper-kramer-novel-study/
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