
The Story That
Cannot Be Told

Novel Study



• 24 Comprehension Reading Response Assignments
• 24 Analysis Reading Response Assignments
• 24 Close Reading Assignments & 4 Novel Analysis Tasks
• Folktale Anticipation Activity & Novel Analysis Tasks
• History of Soviet Union & Soviet Bloc Resources

• 14 Informational Texts – A & B Response Formats
• 10 Extension Activities – Pair with Nonfiction Readings

• 24 Mini-Quizzes – Check for Understanding
• 3 Novel Quizzes – Comprehension & Analysis
• Final Novel Assessment – A & B Differentiated Format
• 6 Vocabulary Sets – Each Include Crossword Puzzle, 

Practice Assignment, Quiz
• Essay Choice Board & Project Choice Board
• Anticipation Guide, Activities & Readings
• Instructional Pacing Guide & 30 Lesson Plans
• Digital Links for Google DriveTM

• Answer Keys for Applicable Activities!

Unit Contents



Ø 24 Assignments 
– 8 Questions 
Each

Ø Comprehension 
Questions

Ø Prompts Require 
Textual Evidence

Ø Common Core-
Aligned Material

Comprehension Guide



Ø Visualization 
Section –
Figurative 
Language

Ø Accommodate 
for ALL Learners

Ø Great for Small 
Group or 
Rotation Models

Ø Rigorous 
Materials

Comprehension Guide



Ø 24 Assignments 
– 10 Questions 
Each

Ø Analysis & 
Critical Thinking 
Questions

Ø Prompts Require 
Textual Evidence

Ø Stimulate Class 
Discussion

Literary Analysis



Ø Whole Novel 
Discussion 
Questions

Ø Use for 
Differentiation

Ø Google SlidesTM
Links – Pre-made 
Text Boxes for 
Students

Ø Answer Keys

Literary Analysis



Ø 24 Close 
Reading 
Assignments

Ø Notes for 
Literary 
Elements

Ø Graphic 
Organizers to 
Scaffold 
Learning

Ø Literary Skills-
Based

Close Readings



Ø 4 Whole Novel 
Analysis 
Assignments

Ø Rigorous & 
Creative Tasks

Ø Accommodate 
for ALL 
Learners

Ø Text-Based 
Questions & 
Analysis

Close Readings



Ø Character 
Timelines to 
Track Stories

Ø Character 
Narratives 
Comparison 
Organizer

Ø Google 
SlidesTM Links

Ø Great for 
Rotation Model 
& Centers

Close Readings



Ø 24 Mini-
Quizzes – 3 
Questions per 
Reading

Ø Google Forms 
for Easy 
Grading

Ø Common Core-
Aligned 
Materials

Ø Check for 
Understanding

Assessments



Ø 3 Novel 
Quizzes – 1 per 
Third of Book

Ø Depth of 
Knowledge 
Questions

Ø Use for 
Assessment or 
Practice

Ø Essay Choice 
Board

Assessments



Ø Final Literary 
Tests

Ø A & B Format –
Accommodate 
ALL Learners

Ø Flexible 
Implementation

Ø Answer Keys & 
Google 
FormsTM Links 
for ALL 
Resources

Assessments



Ø 6 Vocabulary 
Lists - Word 
Location

Ø Google Forms 
for Easy 
Grading

Ø 6 Vocabulary 
Crossword 
Puzzles

Ø Multi-Model & 
Engaging

Vocabulary



Ø Use Synonyms, 
Antonyms, 
Definitions

Ø Determine 
Correct Usage 
in Context

Ø Create 
Sentences

Ø 6 Vocabulary 
Practice Tasks 
– Check for 
Understanding

Vocabulary



Ø 6 Vocabulary 
Quizzes – Check 
for 
Understanding

Ø Use for Centers 
or Rotation 
Model

Ø Graphic 
Organizers & 
Activity

Ø Answer Key & 
Google SlidesTM
& FormsTM Links

Vocabulary



• Communism & Its Rise
• The Iron Curtain Descends
• The Expansion of the Soviet Bloc
• Case Study: Romania & the Soviet Bloc
• New Leaders Lead to New Eras
• Case Study: Nicolae Ceaușescu
• Soviet Bloc Economy
• Soviet Bloc Law Enforcement
• Soviet Bloc Censorship & Propaganda
• Soviet Bloc Society
• Case Study: Life in Romania
• Soviet Decline & Revolutions
• Case Study: Romanian Revolution
• The Collapse of Communism

Informational Texts 
Topics



Ø 14 Nonfiction 
Readings

Ø Educational 
Text Features

Ø Glossary of 
Key Vocabulary

Ø 3-4 Pages Per 
Reading

Informational Texts



Ø Appropriate 
Spacing to Allow 
for Annotation

Ø Common Core-
Aligned

Ø Informational 
Texts and 
History 
Standards

Ø Critical Thinking 
Opportunities

Informational Texts



Ø Comprehension 
& Analysis 
Questions

Ø Format A – Text 
Features, Main 
Idea

Ø Format B –
Analysis 
Questions

Ø Depth of 
Knowledge 
Prompts

Informational Texts



Ø 2 Formats to 
Allow for 
Differentiation

Ø Use for Centers 
or Rotation 
Model

Ø Pair with Novel –
Cross-text 
Connections

Ø Answer Key & 
Google SlidesTM
Links

Informational Texts



• Eliminating Dissent (Historical Document Analysis)
• Warsaw Pact (Historical Document Analysis)
• Socialist Realism in Art
• Soviet Response to U-2 Spy Plane (Historical 

Document Analysis)
• Secret Police Report (Historical Document Analysis)
• Soviet Propaganda (Image Analysis)
• U.S. International Broadcasting (Historical Document 

Analysis)
• Chuck Norris vs Communism Documentary (*Film Not 

Provided*)
• “Trial” of the Ceaușescus
• Essay – Historical Analysis of Novel
• Final Project – Perspectives of the Past

Extension Activities 
Topics



Ø 10 Extension 
Activities

Ø Variety of 
Materials –
Memo, Video, 
Trial

Ø Engage with 
Different 
Activities

Ø Comprehension 
& Analysis 
Questions

Extension Activities



Ø Allows for 
Differentiation

Ø Standards-
aligned –
Informational & 
History Texts

Ø Pair with 
Nonfiction 
Readings

Ø Make 
Connections 
Between Texts

Extension Activities



Ø Foster Rich 
Discussion

Ø Comprehensive 
Examination of 
History

Ø Prompts Require 
Evidence-based 
Responses

Ø Cross-curricular 
Learning

Extension Activities



Ø Foster Critical 
Thinking

Ø Scaffold 
Learning with 
Graphic 
Organizers

Ø Google SlidesTM
Links for Google 
DriveTM

Ø Answer Keys for 
Applicable 
Resources

Extension Activities



Ø Implementation 
Notes for All 
Resources

Ø Informational 
Texts & 
Extension 
Activities Pairing 
Guide

Ø Answer Keys 
with Suggested 
Responses

Teaching Resources



Ø 6-WEEK Unit 
with 
Implementation 
Suggestions

Ø Standards 
Alignment

Ø Anticipation 
Activities

Ø 30 Instructional 
Lesson Plans

Ø Pacing Guide

* Bonus Resources *



Ø Implementation 
Notes for All 
Resources

Ø Project Choice 
Board

Ø Anticipation 
Guide & Final 
Essay

* Bonus Resources *
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