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Reading Response A: Chapters 1-2
Brandon: How We Survive
Name: Reshmina: Right Here Right Now

1. What are these two chapters mostly about? Summarize the reading with key details and support with
textual evidence.

2. When does the novel take place? Where does it take place? What is life for the characters in these settings
like? Support with evidence from the text.

3. Where does Brandon have to go with his dad? Why does Brandon have to go? How does Brandon'’s father
feel about his son joining him? Support with textual evidence.

4. What mantra, or saying, do Brandon and his father live by? How do they stick together and survive? When
did they begin to use this saying? Support with textual evidence.

5. How does Brandon's father define a bully? How does Brandon try to prove to his father he is not a bully?
Explain and support with evidence from the text.

» 19 Assignments
— 8 Questions
Each

» Comprehension
Questions

» Prompts Require
Textual Evidence

» Common Core-
Alighed Material
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6. How are Reshmina's and Pasoon's chores different? How are their futures expected to be different as well?

Why are their roles and responsibilities so different? Explain and support with evidence from the text. > Vi S u a I izat i O n
Section —
Figurative

7. Briefly summarize the Taliban's history. Who makes up the Taliban now? What is their primary goal? L a n g u a g e
Support with textual evidence.

» Accommodate
8. What happens in Reshmina’s village? Why might this event be happening? Make an inference and support
with evidence from the text.
for ALL Learners

VISUALIZE THE TEXT > Great for Small

Directions: Identify an example of figurative language or imagery from the reading that helps you G ro u p O r

visualize the text. In the space below, draw the image the figurative language or imagery creates. Include
the quote and page number.

Rotation Models

» Rigorous
Materials
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G p 0 U N [} Reading Response B: Chapters 1-2 .
Brandon: How We Survive > 1 9 A m t
Name: Reshmina: Right Here Right Now SS I g n e n S
1. Describe the setting of the novel. When and where does it take place? What is significant about the two — 8 Q u e St i O n S
settings? What conflict do these settings emphasize? Support with textual evidence.

Each

2. Describe Brandon's relationship with his father. What is it like? Why might their relationship be like this?
Support with evidence from the text.

» Analysis &
Critical Thinking
Questions

3. How does Brandon's father define a bully? Do you agree with him? Why or why not? Based on Brandon’s
actions, would you characterize Brandon as a bully? Why or why not? Support with textual evidence.

4. What is Brandon’ ds the North Tower? Why d he h thi itude? Wh id does th "
authoraitnl(stl : (;:r:oc:jne\sl ;ﬁ)npe é(r);adrorsf; tine?? owe y does he have this attitude at evidence does the > Prom ptS Req u I re
Textual Evidence

5. How are Reshmina's and Pasoon'’s roles and responsibilities different? What do these differences reveal
about the societal roles of men and women in Afghanistan? Explain and support with evidence from the text.

» Stimulate Class
Discussion
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6. How has Reshmina’s relationship with her brother changed recently? Why has it changed? What is
Reshmina’s tone towards this change? Explain and support with evidence from the text.

7. What does Reshmina hope to do when she grows up? What obstacles does she already face as she tries to
reach her dream? What do these obstacles reveal about life in Afghanistan? Support with textual evidence.

8. According to Reshmina'’s family, what was life under Taliban rule like for the people of Afghanistan? Why
does the group still fight today? What might motivate Pasoon to want to join the Taliban? Support with
evidence from the text.

— COITICAL CONNEGTIONS

Directions: Based on this reading, identify how Brandon and Reshmina’s stories are similar. Then, explain
how the similarities connect and what the author may want readers to understand through this connection.

Brandon’s Story Reshmina’s Story

How do the similarities connect? What might the author want readers to learn through this connection?

» Critical
Connections
Section—
Character Story
Comparison
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BUNCLE & SAVE

This resource is part of a comprehensive
unit on Ground Zero! Click the cover below
to preview all the resources available.
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https://lit-lessons.com/product/ground-zero-by-alan-gratz-novel-study
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This downloadable resource supplies one single-teacher
license for use in your classroom. Photocopying of this product
iIs allowed only for the classroom use of the purchaser.
Replication of this product, in whole or in part, for commercial
sale or broader distribution is strictly prohibited. This product
also may NOT be shared electronically, digitally, or otherwise in
a manner that violates the Terms of Use detailed by LIT
Lessons. For explicit information on permissions, Please
see the Terms of Use document included with this
resource. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.

 Credits: Cover image under license from iStock -—
athertoncustoms. Thank you to the following graphic artists;
their fonts and graphics were purchased and used for this
product.

 Finally, thank you for your hard work and service to children.
| know this product will help you in your efforts. Enjoy!
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