
b e fo r e / d u r i n g / a f te r



• 15 Informational Texts
• Variety of Text Features
• A & B Response Formats

• 15 Extension Activities
• Pair Texts with Nonfiction Readings

• Topics cover events preceding 9/11, 
events during 9/11, and the aftermath 
of the attacks

• Google Slides Links for Google Drive™
• Standards-aligned Resources
• Answer Keys for Applicable Activities!

O V E R V I E W  O F  C O N T E N T S



• Modern History of Afghanistan
• Afghanistan & the Rise of Al-Qaeda
• Terrorism Grows Around the Globe
• World Trade Center Becomes a Target
• 9/11 Attacks
• Attack on the World Trade Center, Pentagon 

Attack, Flight 93 (3)
• First Responders, Heroes & Patriot Day
• Ground Zero Recovery
• The War on Terror & War in Afghanistan (2)
• Post 9/11 United States & The Patriot Act (2)
• 20 Years Later *(Article will be updated 

pending any major changes)*

INFORMATIONAL TEXTS TOPICS



Ø 15 Nonfiction 
Readings

Ø Educational 
Text Features

Ø Glossary of 
Key Vocabulary

Ø 2 Pages Per 
Reading

I N F O R M A T I O N A L  T E X T S



I N F O R M A T I O N A L  T E X T S
Ø Appropriate 

Spacing to Allow 
for Annotation

Ø Common Core-
Aligned

Ø Informational 
Texts and 
History 
Standards

Ø Critical Thinking 
Opportunities



I N F O R M A T I O N A L  T E X T S
Ø Comprehension 

& Analysis 
Questions

Ø Format A – Text 
Features, Main 
Idea

Ø Format B –
Analysis 
Questions

Ø Depth of 
Knowledge 
Prompts



I N F O R M A T I O N A L  T E X T S
Ø 2 Formats to 

Allow for 
Differentiation

Ø Use for Centers 
or Rotation 
Model

Ø Pair with Novel –
Cross-text 
Connections

Ø Answer Key & 
Google Slides 
Links



• Afghanistan Country Study (Research)
• U.S. Soviet-Afghan War Objectives (Historical 

Document Analysis)
• Attack Investigation Brief (Research)
• Presidential Daily Brief 08/06/01 (Historical Document 

Analysis)
• The Man in the Red Bandana Documentary
• President Bush Addresses the Nation (Speech Analysis)
• September 11th Oral Histories
• Honoring Heroes (Letter Writing, Civic Engagement)
• The Weight of Dust Podcast
• War on Terror Leaflets (Historical Document Analysis)
• War in Afghanistan Statistics (Research)
• Examining the Drone Strike Policy (Historical Document 

Analysis)
• The Privacy Debate
• TED Talk – What It’s Like to Be Muslim in America
• Breaking News Report (Current Events Research)

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES TOPICS



E X T E N S I O N  A C T I V I T I E S
Ø 15 Extension 

Activities

Ø Variety of 
Materials –
Speech, Video

Ø Engage with 
Different 
Activities

Ø Comprehension 
& Analysis 
Questions



E X T E N S I O N  A C T I V I T I E S
Ø Allows for 

Differentiation

Ø Standards-
aligned –
Informational & 
History Texts

Ø Pair with 
Nonfiction 
Readings

Ø Make 
Connections 
Between Texts



E X T E N S I O N  A C T I V I T I E S
Ø Foster Critical 

Thinking

Ø Comprehensive 
Examination of 
History

Ø Prompts Require 
Evidence-based 
Responses

Ø Cross-curricular 
Learning



E X T E N S I O N  A C T I V I T I E S
Ø Foster Critical 

Thinking

Ø Scaffold 
Learning with 
Graphic 
Organizers

Ø Google Slides 
Links for Google 
Drive™

Ø Answer Keys for 
Applicable 
Resources



I N S T R U C T I ON A L  R E S O U R C E S
Ø Implementation

Notes for All
Resources

Ø Informational
Texts &
Extension
Activities Pairing
Guide

Ø Answer Keys
with Suggested
Responses



BUNDLE & SAVE!
This resource is part of a comprehensive 

unit on Ground Zero! Click the cover below 
to preview all the resources available.

https://lit-lessons.com/product/ground-zero-by-alan-gratz-novel-study
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