
nonfiction  connections

THE DOOR
OF NO

RETURN



• 4 Nonfiction Activity Sets
• Building Background Knowledge on Asante 

Kingdom, Asante Kingdom Culture, Asante 
Kingdom Economy, World Beyond the 
Asante Kingdom 

• 4 Informational Texts, 10 Engaging
Activities

• Synthesize Texts with The Door of No Return

• Google SlidesTM Links for Google DriveTM

• Standards-Aligned Resources
• Answer Keys for Informational Texts

RESOURCE  CONTENTS



Nonfiction Activity Set 1: Building 
Background Knowledge

• Informational Text: A Lasting Kingdom

• Parallel Worlds – Timeline Activity

• The Golden Stool – Mini-Infographic

• The World of the Asante – Glossary of 
Terms

Nonfiction Activity Set 2: Asante 
Kingdom Culture

• Informational Text: A Flourishing Culture

• Anansi the Spider – Asante Folktales

• Oware | A Game of Strategy – Asante 
Board Game

• Talking Drums – Anansi Music Tradition

• Adinkra Symbols – Anansi Visual Design

• Beyond the Book – Making Connections 
Across Texts

Nonfiction Activity Set 3: Asante 
Kingdom Economy

• Informational Text: A Rich Economy

• How Words We Use Matter – Importance of 
Language When Talking about Slavery

• The Door of No Return – Historical Ties

• Beyond the Book – Making Connections 
Across Texts

Nonfiction Activity Set 4: World 
Beyond the Asante Kingdom

• Informational Text: A World Beyond the 
Asante

• Accounts of the Middle Passage –
Historical Ties

• Beyond the Book – Making Connections 
Across Texts

TEXTS  &  ACTIVITIES



Ø 4 Nonfiction 
Readings

Ø Educational 
Text Features

Ø Glossary of 
Key Vocabulary

Ø 2-3 Pages Per 
Reading

INFORMATIONAL  TEXTS



Ø Appropriate 
Spacing to Allow 
for Annotation

Ø Common Core-
Aligned

Ø Informational 
Texts and 
Science 
Standards

Ø Critical Thinking 
Opportunities

INFORMATIONAL  TEXTS



Ø Comprehension 
& Analysis 
Questions

Ø Format A – Text 
Features, Main 
Idea

Ø Format B –
Analysis 
Questions

Ø Depth of 
Knowledge 
Prompts

INFORMATIONAL  TEXTS



Ø 2 Formats to 
Allow for 
Differentiation

Ø Use for Centers 
or Rotation 
Model

Ø Pair with Novel –
Cross-Text 
Connections

Ø Answer Key & 
Google SlidesTM
Links

INFORMATIONAL  TEXTS



Ø 10 Extension 
Activities

Ø Variety of 
Materials –
Engage Different 
Learning 
Modalities

Ø Foster Critically 
Thinking & Real-
World 
Connections

Ø Rigorous 
Questions

ENGAGING  ACTIVITIES



Ø Allows for 
Differentiation

Ø Standards-
Aligned –
Informational 
Texts

Ø Pair Activities 
with Informational 
Texts & Novel

Ø Rich, In-Depth 
Exploration of 
History

ENGAGING  ACTIVITIES



Ø Foster Rich 
Discussion

Ø Examination of 
History of Asante 
Kingdom & 
World Context

Ø Prompts Require 
Evidence-Based 
Responses

Ø Cross-Curricular 
Learning

ENGAGING  ACTIVITIES



Ø Encourage 
Critical Thinking

Ø Facilitate 
Meaningful 
Learning 
Experiences

Ø Google SlidesTM
Links for Google 
DriveTM

Ø Make 
Connection 
Between Texts

THOUGHTFUL  ANALYSIS
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BUNDLE  &  SAVE

https://lit-lessons.com/product/the-door-of-no-return-novel-study
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TERMS  OF  USE

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kaitlynn-Albani
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sarah-Pecorino-Illustration
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Digitalartsi
https://depositphotos.com/home.html
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend



